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NOTICES 


DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

Domestic  and  International  Business 
Administration 

EXPORT  MONITORING  REPORT  FOR 
FERTILIZERS 

April-September  1976;  Nitrogenous  Fertil¬ 
izer  Exports  Rise;  Export  Monitoring  of 

Phosphatic  Fertilizers  Discontinued 

Data  collected  during  the  period  April 
through  September  1976,  comprising  the 
last  quarter  of  the  1976  crop  year  and  the 
first  quarter  of  the  1977  crop  year,  in¬ 
dicated  a  modest  increase  in  exports  and 
a  modest  decline  in  imports  of  nitroge¬ 
nous  fertilizers  over  the  comparable  i)e- 
riod  in  1975.  During  April  through  June 
1976,  nitrogenous  fertilizer  expjorts 
reached  287,166  content  tons,  as  com¬ 
pared  to  273,878  content  tons  exported 
during  the  same  quarter  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  year.  For  the  JiUy  through  Septem¬ 
ber  pieriod  of  1976,  341,859  content  tons 
were  exported,  as  comi>ared  to  319,469 
content  tons  exported  in  the  cwnpwira- 
ble  1975  quarter. 

Expjorts  of  nitrogenous  fertilizer  ma¬ 
terials.  in  the  second  and  third  quarters 
of  calendar  1976,  were  led  by  anhydrous 
ammonia  and  urea.  Anhydrous  ammonia 
experts  during  the  six  month  p>eriod  rose 
to  220,349  short  tons,  or  96,682  short  tons 
more  than  in  the  same  i)eriod  of  1975. 
Urea  exports  during  April  through  Sep¬ 
tember  1976,  dropped  to  232,430  short 
tons,  or  33,553  short  tons  less  than  in  the 
comparable  1975  i>eriod. 

Impxjrts  of  nitrogenous  fertilizers  dur¬ 
ing  the  April  through  September  1976 
p>eriod  were  54,246  content  tons  less  than 
in  the  same  i)eriod  a  year  earlier;  617,- 
269  content  tons  being  imported  in  1976, 
compared  to  671,515  content  tons  im- 
px)rted  during  April  through  September 
1975.  Both  quarters  covered  in  this  re¬ 
port  showed  a  decrease  in  imports.  Dur¬ 
ing  April  through  Jime  1976,  359,404  con¬ 
tent  tons  were  imported,  whereas  405,- 
914  content  tons  had  been  impxirted  in 
the  same  quarter  the  previous  year.  For 
the  July  through  September  quarter. 
257,865  content  tons  were  imp>orted  in 
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1976,  compared  to  265,601  content  tons 
imported  in  1975. 

Imix>rts  of  nitrogenous  fertilizer  ma¬ 
terials  in  the  second  calendar  quarter  of 
1976,  were  led  by  ammonium  sulfate. 
During  the  April  though  September  i)e- 
riod  210,341  short  tons  of  this  commod¬ 
ity  were  imp}orted.  a  dramatic  increase 
over  the  48,516  short  tons  of  ammonium 
sulfate  imported  in  1975.  During  the  first 
quarter  of  the  1977  crop  year,  anhydrous 
ammonia  was  the  chief  import  among, 
nitrogenous  fertilizer  materials.  In  this 
July  through  September  period,  however, 
anhydrous  ammonia  imports  fell  to 
153,216  short  tons,  compared  to  222,300 
short  tons  imported  in  the  same  quarter 
of  1975. 

Contracts  for  the  export  of  nitrogenous" 
fertilizer  materials  during  the  1977  crop 
year,  as  reported  to  the  Department’s 
Office  of  Export  Administration  at  the 
end  of  September,  indicated  a  substan¬ 
tial  decrease  in  exports.  Reported  export 
contracts  for  .shipment  during  the  sec¬ 
ond  quarter  of  the  1977  crop  year  totaled 
121,857  content  tons,  as  compared  with 
actual  exports  of  326,491  content  tons 
made  during  the  comparable  period  in 
1975.  According  to  information  collected 
by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  production' 
of  anhydrous  ammonia  during  July 
through  September  was  4,031,000  short 
tons,  or  2.3  percent  below  the  first  quar¬ 
ter  of  crop  year  1976.  While  producers’ 
inventories  of  anhydrous  ammonia  in 
September  1976,  were  higher  than  in  the 
preceding  month,  they  were  slightly 
lower  than  in  September  1975. 

Producers’  prices  for  nitrogenous  fer¬ 
tilizers,  as  reported  in  the  trade  press  for 
this  six -month  period,  showed  little 
change.  However,  actual  export  transac¬ 
tion  prices  as  reported  to  the  Office  of 
Export  Administration  were  as  much  as 
40  percent  lower  than  the  quoted  prices. - 
In  September,  export  prices  both  for  cur¬ 
rent  and  future  shipments,  were  reported 
to  be  less  than  $100  per  short  ton  for 
both  ammonia  and  urea. 

Noting  that  the  development  of  new 
plant  and  mining  capacity  during  the 
preceding  months  liad  resulted  in  a  sig¬ 
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nificant  improvement  in  the  supply  of 
phosphatic  fertilizers,  the  Department 
annoxmeed  the  discontinuance  of  phos¬ 
phatic  fertilizer  monitoring  effective 
May  28.  Mixed  nitrogenous  and  phos¬ 
phatic  fertilizers  continued  to  be  moni¬ 
tored,  however,  for  their  nitrogen 
content. 

During  April — the  last  complete  month 
in  which  exports  of  phosphatic  fertilizers 
were  monitored — 231,680  content  tons  of 
ammonium  phosphate  were  exported. 
This  was  25.884  content  tons,  or  12.6  per¬ 
cent,  more  of  this  commodity  than  had 
been  exported  in  April  1975.  Phosphoric 
acid  exports  rose  39.5  percent  over  the 
previous  April’s,  reaching  41.952  short 
tons,  as  compared  to  30,072  short  tons  in 
the  like  1975  month.  Phosphate  rock  ex¬ 
ports  in  April  1976  were  900  short  tons, 
compared  to  741  short  tons  in  1975 — a 
21.5  percent  Increase.  Similarly,  exports 
of  concentrated  superphosphate  during 
this  last  month  of  phosphatic  fertilizer 
monitoring,  rose  27.9  percent,  increasing 
from  the  1975  level  of  55.209  short  tons 
to  70,650  short  tons. 

At  the  end  of  September,  1976,  the 
world\\ide  fertilizer  situation  was  one  of 
generally  lower  prices  and  higher  pro¬ 
duction  than  in  1975.  Demand  levels  had 
again  begim  to  increase,  but  were  not 
expected  to  reach  the  record  high  level 
of  1974.  Quoted  prices,  although  up  from 
the  late  1975  lows,  were  still  not  infla¬ 
tionary.  In  the  case  of  nitrogenous  fer¬ 
tilizers,  list  prices  were  still  above  trans¬ 
action  prices  and.  therefore,  not  reflec¬ 
tive  of  the  actual  price  level. 

Because  of  the  discontinuance  of  mon¬ 
itoring  of  phosphatic  fertilizers,  con¬ 
tracts  for  the  export  of  these  commod¬ 
ities  during  the  1977  crop  year,  and 
export  prices,  are  not  available. 

Tables  of  exports,  imports,  inventories, 
domestic  production,  and  prices  follow.' 


‘  W<M'ld  supply  and  demand  data  are  not 
available  on  a  monthly  basis.  The  most  re¬ 
cent  data  on  wor!d  supp'.y  and  demand  will 
be  Included  In  the  Semi-Annual  Report  to 
Congress  on  operations  under  the  Export 
Administration  Act  covering  the  period  end¬ 
ing  with  the  first  quarter  of  1977. 
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(In  Content  Tons) 
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TABLE  4 

Fertilizer  Export  Contracts  as  of  September  1976  for  October  1976  -  September  1977 

Short  Tons;  except  as  noted 
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TABLE  5 

Fertilizer  Imports,  January  1975  -  September  1976 
(Short  Tons) 
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TABLE  8 

Producers*  Prices  of  Fertilizer  Materials 
$  Per  Short  Ton 
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TABLE  9 

Export  Prices  of  Selected  Fertilizer  Products 
September,  1976 
$  Per  Short  Ton 


NOTICES 


13529 


Weighted  : 
Average  : 

1  1 

1  1 

u>  o 
a\  CT> 

r-  VO 
r*  r' 

1  1 

1  1 

98  : 

114  : 

X 

O’ 

1  1 

u>  o 

in  o 

1  1 

00 

1  1 

a\  o> 

^  m 

1  1 

00  CM 

s 

rH  rH 

oi 

s 

1  1 

u>  o 

00  00 

1  1 

VO 

o 

1  1 

c\ 

lO  SO 

1  1 

CO  OV 

PI 

» 

(0 

to 

to 

O 

CO 

*i 

■p 

4J 

•p 

0 

> 

o 

o 

u 

<d 

u 

0 

4J 

la 

g 

<0 

X 

flj 

ns 

ns 

•H 

M 

M 

p 

04 

p 

X 

p 

•o 

4J 

CO 

04 

4J 

O 

G 

G 

G 

o 

c 

CO 

c 

g 

M. 

o 

O 

o 

X 

0 

0 

0 

E 

U 

o 

O 

V 

04 

u 

X 

u 

o 

O 

p 

O4 

L) 

(K 

n 

a  t7> 

n 

0) 

CO  tP 

to  gv 

-P  c 

■P  G 

•P  c 

04 

•P  c 

E 

■P  c 

« 

C  -H 

G  -H 

C  -H 

3 

C-H 

3 

C  -H 

■M 

O  G 

o  C 

0)  G 

(A 

(U  c 

•H 

0  G 

<d 

6  •H 

G  -H 

B  -H 

E  -H 

G 

B  -H 

X 

a  n 

•H 

04  A> 

04  <0 

0) 

O4  ns 

0 

O4  ns 

a 

c 

•H  e 

•H  B 

a 

X  0) 

o 

X  d 

M) 

X  V 

04 

X  d) 

E 

X  3 

*  o 

(A  (X 

E 

lA  K 

0) 

tA  K 

ft 

CA  Pi 

nS 

CA  0: 

X 

E 

p 

P 

•H 

P4 

D 

a 

- 

G 

O 

•H 

4J 

•a  Q> 
M  U 

(0  (u 
•H  |S 
C  B 
•r4  o 
B  U 

o 

■p 

U  -P 

o  c 

04  <U 

X  B 

U  4J 
p 
n5 

O  04 

<u 

0)  Q 

u 

•H  • 
Ui 

• 

o  o 


(1) 

o 

p 

3 

o 

(A 


FEDERAL  REGISTER,  VOL.  42,  NO.  47 — THURSDAY,  MARCH  10,  1977 


13530 


NOTICES 


i./iDiii:.  XU 

Exports  and  Anticipated  Exports 
September,  1976 


Urxt  of  Measure  and 
Commodity 

Area  of  Destination 

Actual 

Unfilled 

Contracts 

July-Sept 

1976 

Oct-Dec 

1976 

Jan-Mar 

1977 

Apr-Jun 

1977 

: Jul-Sept 
:  1977 

In  Content  Tons 

Nitrogen  (N) 

Western  Hemisphere 

173,530 

71,041 

35,672 

2,065 

:  1,335 

Western  Europe 

121,600 

36,149 

15v800 

9,167 

:  5,340 

Communist  Areas  in  Europe 

73 

— 

— 

— 

Asia 

37,645 

12,659 

19,175 

— 

: 

Australia  and  Oceania 

988 

51 

— 

— 

: 

Africa 

8,022 

1,958 

—  — 

t  ““ 

Phosphate  (P2O5) 

Western  Hemisphere 

290,897 

— 

— 

— 

:  — 

Western  Europe 

271,759 

— 

— 

— 

: 

Communist  Areas 

in  Europe 

18,758 

— 

— 

— 

: 

Asia 

104,783 

— 

— 

— 

: 

Australia  and  Oceania 

2,558 

— 

— 

— 

: 

Africa 

14,418 

— 

— 

— 

:  — 

In  Short  Tons 

1/ 

Ammonia 

Western  Hemisphere 

76,425 

42,900 

— 

— 

: 

Western  Europe 

42,435 

14,400 

— 

— 

: 

Communist  Areas  in  Europe 

89 

— 

— 

— 

: 

Asia 

56 

— 

— 

— 

; 

Australia  and  Oceania 

-- 

— 

— 

— 

: 

Africa 

6,397 

— 

— 

— 

: 

%  Exported  to  Developing 

Countries  July  1976- 

Sept.  1976 

64.1% 

— 

— 

— 

:  — 

Urea 

Western  Hemisphere 

65,542 

49,783 

17,992 

-7 

: 

Western  Europe 

— 

— 

— 

— 

: 

Asia 

20,615 

— 

28,889 

— 

:  — 

Africa 

147 

— 

— 

— 

: 

%  Exported  to  Developing 

Countries  July  1976- 

Sept.  1976 

99.0% 

— 

— 

:  — 

Ammonium  Nitrate 

Western  Hemisphere 

1,765 

572 

— 

: 

Western  Europe 

14 

— 

— 

— 

:  — 

Asia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

:  -- 

Australia  and  Oceania 

— 

152 

— 

— 

: 

Africa 

1,061 

— 

— 

— 

: 

%Exported  to  Developing 

Countries  July  1976- 

Sept.  1976 

57.9% 

— 

— 

— 

: 
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Exports  and  Anticipated  Exports  (Cont.) 


Unit  of  Measure  and 

Actual 

Unfilled  Contracts 

Commodity 

Area  of  Destination 

Jul-Sept 

1976 

Oct-Dec 

1976 

Jan-Mar 

1977 

Apr-Jun 

1977 

July-Sept. 

1977 

Ammonium  Sulfate 

Western  Hemisphere 

160,920 

5 

105,390 

— 

— 

Western  Europe 

4,617 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Asia 

30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Africa 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

%  Exported  to  Developing 
Countries  July  1976  - 

Sept.  1976 

91.5% 

2/ 

Phosphoric  Acid 

Western  Hemisphere 

81,400 

-- 

— 

— 

Western  Europe 

2,867 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

Asia 

30,014 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Australia  and  Oceania 

92 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. Africa 

9 

— 

— 

— 

%  Exported  to  Developing 
Countries  July  1976- 

Sept.  1976 

90.5% 

Phosphate  Rock  (000) 

Western  Hemisphere 

612 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Western  Europe 

754 

-- 

— 

— 

— 

Communist  Areas  in  Europe 

174 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Asia 

%  Exported  to  Developing 

777 

Countries  July  1976  - 

Sept.  1976 

39.5% 

Triple  Superphosphate 

Western  Hemisphere 

214,823 

— 

— 

-- 

— 

Western  Europe 

117,096 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Communist  Areas  in  Europe 

40,779 

-- 

— 

— 

— 

Asia  ^ 

17,256 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Africa 

18,515 

— 

— 

— 

— 

%  Exported  to  Developing 
Countries  July  1976  - 

Sept.  1976 

Diammonium  Phosphate  -  and 

65.5% 

Other  Ammonium  Phosphate 

Western  Hemisphere 

237,982 

67,954 

20,572 

11,600 

7,500 

Western  Europe 

480,339 

135,992 

87,7.02 

51,500 

30,000 

Asia 

142,897 

66,127 

33,069 

— 

— 

Australia  and  Oceania 

5,490 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Africa 

13,181 

11,000 

— 

— 

— 

%  Exported  to  Developing 
Countries  July  1976  - 

Sept.  1976 

30.5% 
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NOTICES 


Exports  and  Anticipated  Exports  (Cont.) 


Unit  of  Measure  and 

Actual 

Unf illec 

i  Contracts 

Commodity 

Jul-Sept 

:Oct-Dec  tJan-Mar 

Apr-Jun : July-Sept 

Area  of  Destination 

1976 

1976 

1977 

1977  :  1977 

Mixed  Fertilizer 

Western  Hemisphere 

24,845 

3,765 

— 

. 

Western  Europe 

1,826 

764 

1,205 

. 

Asia 

17,079 

5,672 

-7 

. 

Australia  and  Oceania 

69 

— 

— 

: 

Africa 

— 

— 

— 

: 

%  Exported  to  Developing 

Countries  July  1976  - 

• 

Sept.  1976 

64.9% 

• 

: 

Includes  fertilizer  and  other  grades  of  anhydrous  ammonia. 

2/  iRcludes  fertilizer  and  other  grades  of  phosphoric  acid.  (100%  APA) 
Source:  Bureau  of  The  Census  and  Office  of  Export  Administration 


Arthur  T.  Downey. 

Acting  Assistant  Secretary, 
for  Domestic  and  International  Business. 
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